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Septesmber 4, 200]

The Honorable Spencer Abroham
Secretary of Energy

.S, Departinent of Energry

1000 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, D.C. 20585

550056

Dear Secretary Abraharm:

The New England Coalition on Nuclear Pellution objecis,to the lack of proper, reasonabic notice and
opportunity for hearing on the DO site recommendation of ¥ucca Mountain for a natjonal high-level
nucicar waste repository.  On Augusi 21, 2001, with less than 30 days for any interested person to read the
DOE's rmwre thai: 379 pugwluuy, tootuival teport, "Yuoss Muwdaiy Prelisusary Site Sujisbilily
Evaluation,” your agency announiced it was holding publfc hearings on the site recommendation of Yucca
Mountain in Nevada botwoon September Sth and 13th. Mot only src thesc hearinga provided with totally
madequate notice, but, for persons who w1llbe affected by the reqmlte transportation of hlgh—level nuelear
waste through thcir hometowna via rail and road, your agoney Has provided ne opportunity to commont on
the smlab:hry of the recommendanion, ‘A few meétings inNevada dogs not come close to py 0v1dmg an
opportunity for public hearing on project of this magmwde and immense potential danger fo thosc on
transportation routes throughout the county. In addition, it.is piain that the notice you prov1d.ed. was
defective not anly for being ahsurdly short antice, butfor ardviding notice to meet nt plaie, canccling that
site, then providing another site With an incorrect gddress, Moreover, yout agéney- provided that final
notice of thg mecting a5, the wrong address.on Atgust 31at, the bcgmmng of the long Labor Day. meekend
less than five days to the' meeung including the intervening weekend :md hohday

Fmally, it is plain fmm the notn:‘cs )out ageney pu‘bhshcd in the Fmdcral chlster on August 21, 27
and 31. that the public is not cléarlv placed on notice that thése are public hearings on your agency's
decision to recommend Yucoa Memr.am a5 the sits for a national Iughulevcl"nuclcar waste repository.
Persons reading the notice are giverithe i impression that thiese are merely:hearings'on the preliminary site-
suitability evaluation. Even then, ymfr prowsnon of less,than thirty days notice fronrthe availability. of the
370 page e:vahmmm and the few hearihgs it Nevada mike it impo"sxhle for ordinary c1t1zcns to-hive any
meanirgful par‘lcnpa“hcm in.such meetings. The rotice-was absurdly short EVERIQ AFfAnge one's schedule
to attend, too far away from most persons who are-interested due tobeinig on the high-level nuclcar waste
transportation routes, too little time to acquire and'assimilate the substance of the 370-plus’ page evaluation
of the site, and completely defective due to the errors m.ennoncd above.

Therz is no doubt that, no matter what provzslonﬂ may bed in the Nuulear Waste Policy Act, the United
States Constitution’s Fifth Amendment pmtemons tequife that perspns such as ourselves--and ‘zffscted
Nevadans—must have ar least reasonablé notice and an.opportunity to'be heard on a decision such as this
one, a decision with vast reper;cusé.mns and pgrave potential dar: gersi Your igency's aciions m his regard
have not come evéiaclose 10 meeting the most minimal constisations! protections F citizens' rights to due
procesy i s ustance, Wo ae veitain you lnve violatud vur sights aud wse of' ke citicens of Nevada,

We call on you to rescheduls these hearings with ade.iuauc nolice and a meaningful opportunity to be
hieard by all persong who will be affected by your agency s.recarminendation of Yuceca Mountain as the
nationnl kigh. level waste repository.

Sincerely,
au.-/ M\‘-‘f Jerry, /Quﬁa

avid N, Pyles, Office Manager; Trustee

Educaring the Public ir. Safe, Clean Alternatives to Nuclear Power for thirty years



FROM @ NECNP OFFICE  PHONE NO. @ BB225783736 Sep. B4 2081 02:03°M P2

550056
New England Coalition on Nuclear Pollution
F. Q. Box 543
Brattiebero, VT 05302-0545
&02.25740336

ce: Lake Barretr, Acting Disvutur
Office of Civilian Radicactive Waste Management
U.S. Department of Encrgy
1000 Independence Avenve, SW
Washington, DC 20585

Carol Hanlon
{18, Department of Bnergy

Yueea Mountain Site Characterization Office (M/3 #025)
P, Q. Box 30307

North Las Vegas, NV 89036-0307



